Prayer of the Church
Christmas Eve
December 24, 2005

In your service folder you may wish to include the following:

Each petition concludes with the following:

     P       Oh, come, let us adore Him,
     C       Christ the Lord!
______________________


P Let us pray to God our Father and worship Christ our Savior, everlasting God and Mary's Son.

P   Heavenly Father, to whom glory is sung in the highest and peace is proclaimed to people on earth, give to Your holy Church the peace of sins forgiven and Your continued favor and merciful good will. Oh, come, let us adore Him,
C     Christ the Lord!

P       On Christmas night You sent the angels to preach the good news of Jesus' birth. Give to all pastors of our Church courage to lead us boldly to the Christ Child. Fill us with joy that we may each make known abroad the glad tidings concerning this Child, that more may be given faith to confess Him as Lord. Oh, come, let us adore Him,
C  Christ the Lord!

P       Bless our country, all its citizens, and all who are in authority over us. Cause Your glory to dwell among us, and let mercy, truth, and justice prevail everywhere, that throughout our land people may come to know the Prince of Peace. Oh, come, let us adore Him,
C Christ the Lord!

P       Merciful God, we thank You for the joys of family and friends this season, together with the abundance of Your blessings. Open our hearts and homes to the lonely and destitute that we may be Your instruments of love and charity. Oh, come, let us adore Him,
C       Christ the Lord!

P       Remember, we pray, the homeless, hungry, and oppressed, and give them hope. Protect the lonely and homebound of our parish (especially _______). Grant peace and healing to the sick and suffering and those in the hospital (especially _______). Guide the journeys of those who travel. Comfort those who mourn (especially _______). Create a new and contrite heart in the erring and faith in those who have not heard the good news. Oh, come, let us adore Him,
C        Christ the Lord!

P       Lord God, make a manger in the hearts of all who come to the altar that they may treasure up and ponder the marvelous gifts of salvation You give there through the very body and blood of the Lord Jesus. Oh, come, let us adore Him,
C Christ the Lord!

P       In the birth of Your Son, O God, who have clothed us with eternal life. We remember with thanksgiving all those who have died in the faith. Unite our voices with theirs that we may join the heavenly song of angels. Oh, come, let us adore Him,
C     Christ the Lord!

P       For all these things and whatever else You would have us ask, we implore You to hear us gracious Father, through Jesus Christ our Savior, whom together with the Holy Spirit we praise, one God, now and forever.
C      Amen.




